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Temecula Residents Win Local Contest with their
Drought-Tolerant Gardens
Two Rancho Water customers take top scores in Inland Empire Landscape
Contest
Temecula, Calif. – Two customers from the Rancho California Water District (Rancho Water/District)
took top prizes in the 2022 Inland Empire Landscape Contest for their water-saving drought-tolerant
gardens. Temecula residents Josie and Carlos Fimbres and Betty Balo advanced to the People’s Choice
competition with the Fimbres family taking second place overall.
The Inland Empire Landscape Contest is held biennially in the spring to promote attractive water-wise
landscapes. It is sponsored by a consortium of water agencies, including Rancho Water, and related
businesses within the Inland Empire. The 2022 Landscape Contest accepted entries from April 1 until
May 17, 2022. Twelve winners were selected from a panel of judges that included corporate sponsors,
water agency sponsors, and professional landscape architects. Each winner received $500 and
competed in a People’s Choice competition, where the public voted for their favorite landscape via social
media.
This year’s competition had nearly 400 entries from all over the Inland Empire. Rancho Water had 23
entries in the contest. Rising from the pack were two beautiful gardens from Temecula – the homes of
Josie and Carlos Fimbres and Betty Balo. Both landscapes were named winners and moved on to the
final competition.
The Fimbres home won second place in the People’s Choice competition and features a flowery
landscape designed to attract birds and butterflies year-round. With an abundance of color, the garden
features kangaroo paw, nasturtiums, star jasmine, plumeria, bougainvillea, hibiscus, roses, alstroemeria,
Chinese fringe, and crepe myrtle. The landscape was originally designed by McCabe Landscape and
then added to by the homeowners.

Homeowner Josie Fimbres said, “It was a lot of fun to be a part of this landscape contest and we are
happy to perhaps have helped spread the message that you can switch from grass to drought-friendly
plants and still enjoy a nice yard, where the birds and the bees come to visit.” About the inspiration behind
the yard’s design, she says, “I did not want a lawn but wanted an interesting design that would catch
people's attention.”
Temecula resident Betty Balo had a similar sentiment about her award-winning garden. "I wanted to show
people that a drought-friendly garden can be colorful and beautiful, and save on water." The Balo home
displays a desert style with a Mediterranean flare. Betty used a landscape guide from Rancho Water to
design her colorful, textured yard with California native plants.
“It is exciting to see Rancho Water customers embrace drought-tolerant plants,” said Rancho Water
Board President Carol Lee Gonzales-Brady. “These homes are clear examples of how a garden can be
beautiful and eye-catching while saving our precious water resources.”
For more information about converting your garden to a drought-tolerant landscape and finding available
rebates, visit RanchoWater.com/wue or call Rancho Water’s Water Use Efficiency team at 951-296-6942.
###
About Rancho California Water District: The mission of Rancho Water is to deliver reliable, highquality water, wastewater, and reclamation services to its customers and communities in a prudent and
sustainable manner. Rancho Water is a local, independent Special District, organized on August 16,
1965, servicing approximately 150 square miles and about 45,000 service connections in Temecula,
Murrieta, and parts of unincorporated Riverside County.

The Fimbres house showcases a drought-tolerant garden that welcomes birds and butterflies year-round.

The Balo house displays a colorful desert landscape with an array of texture from native California plants.

